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Inside out
PRINCIPAL DESIGNER AT KALU INTERIORS, PHYLLIS LUI SHARES  
HER TOP TIPS FOR CREATING AN ENVIABLE EXTERIOR SPACE

When it comes to designing your home’s 
outdoor living space, all too often it 
becomes a second thought, if considered 
at all. Big mistake! By applying the right 
focus and some tried-and-true design 
principles, it’s possible to add fabulous 
and functional living space to your home. 
As the owner and designer behind this 
sun-soaked space, I will say that the result 
didn’t come by chance. I approached the 
design with my eye on three key points: 
The view, the style and the function. 
Here’s how my vision came to life.

My home is fortunate enough to have stunning 

natural views, so maximizing vistas of the mountains 

and water was a must. I did this by doubling my 

outdoor living area with a two-level design. The 

lower level captures the mountains, while the upper 

level overlooks the shimmering water. The upper 

deck features comfortable lounge seating and a fire 

pit, encircled in a barely there, frameless glass railing 

that offers unobstructed views and a clean, modern 

aesthetic.

Continuity is key in achieving a fluid aesthetic. I 

opted for a fabulous Palm Springs-inspired palette. 

Characterized by an uninterrupted scheme of cream, 

coral and royal blue, complemented with soft fabrics 

and finishes. Through the kitchen and family room, 

past the stacking glass doors and out onto the main-

floor patio, you get a distinct sense that the spaces 

were designed in sync. The uninterrupted indoor-

outdoor experience draws some traditional “interior” 

elements outside, such as a rug underfoot, beautiful 

quality furnishings, accessories and art to complete 

the space. The result is a fun and modern extension 

of my indoors. 

the view

the style
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Award winning Interior Designers Phyllis Lui & 

Aleem Kassam are the principal designer duo 

for Kalu Interiors. For more than a decade, this 

Vancouver-based design firm has become known 

for focusing on creating thoughtfully curated 

interiors that enhance and inspire how you live. 

The firm provides bespoke design services for 

clientele throughout Canada. kaluinteriors.com

A well-designed, well-planned alfresco entertaining area 

shouldn’t be limited to those fleeting summer months. 

I kept this idea in mind throughout the design process. 

So, how did I create that elusive eternal summer on my 

patio? I incorporated wood soffits and pavers layered 

with rugs to visually heat up this otherwise contemporary 

exterior. But a warm look can only go so far. To tackle the 

cool temperatures, integrated heaters mounted overhead 

allow for year-round use of this covered dining lounging 

area, complete with an oversized barbecue. To top it off, 

the hot tub just outside the master bedroom serves its 

purpose during the coldest months.

the function

Have you discovered artificial turf? If you haven’t 

yet, you will soon. This trending evergreen 

landscaping option was an ideal choice for my 

rooftop patio, equally awesome for its lush look 

and minimal required maintenance.

favourite find

This project scored 
Finalist status at 

the Homebuilders 
Association Vancouver 

(HAVAN) Ovation 
Awards, in the Best 

Custom Home  
$1 Million to Under  
$2 Million category.
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